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The Danish Forest Association's consultation response - Market
dialogue biochar aid scheme

The Danish Forest Association would like to thank you for the opportunity to provide our comments on
this consultation. Although forestry is not directly covered by this initial consultation, we nevertheless
find it relevant to contribute with input and observations, as this marks only the beginning of what is
expected to be a long-term development of pyrolysis in Denmark.

Forestry is, however, indirectly an essential part of the overall success of the initiative through its supply
of sustainably produced biogenic carbon to the pyrolysis process. Access to this resource from forests
holds significant potential due to its low phosphorus content compared to alternative feedstocks for
pyrolysis. We therefore follow the development of this public initiative with great interest.

Application of Biochar in Forests

Under the current design of the agreement and tender scheme, biochar must be applied to agricultural
mineral soils in order to qualify for support. Large parts of Denmark's forest area are likewise located on
mineral soils, and although the application of biochar in forests is more challenging than on agricultural
land, we encourage continued efforts to ensure that forest mineral soils may also become eligible under
the scheme.

An additional argument is that both the Cropland and Forestland categories are accounted for within the
LULUCEF sector. Consequently, the climate effect would be the same when aggregated at both sectoral
and national levels.

Afforestation Areas with Applied Biochar

In addition to the focus on biochar, the Agreement on a Green Denmark identifies afforestation as a key
element of the agricultural transition. A total of 250,000 hectares of new forest is to be established by
2045, which corresponds to the same timeframe as the pyrolysis tender program.

We would like to raise a point of attention regarding the possibility that the application of biochar on
agricultural land could become an obstacle to subsequent afforestation. From our perspective, this
should not constitute a significant challenge, but rather a point that deserves attention and should not
become a limitation on achieving the national afforestation target.

Furthermore, this issue will become irrelevant if it becomes possible to apply biochar directly to forest
soils.
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RED Ill and Sustainability Criteria
We note that the Strategy and Work Program for Pyrolysis (pp. 25-26) refers to REDII. In our view, the
document should instead refer to REDIII, as this is now the applicable directive.

More generally, we encourage the use of REDIII as the common framework across the various
schemes, including the CRCF. This would help ensure that forest owners, managers and contractors
are not subject to differing sustainability requirements depending on the end use of a given biomass
fraction.

Long-Term and Stable Framework Conditions

For forestry, as for this tender program, long-term and stable framework conditions are essential for
achieving success. Such stability provides greater certainty for project developers and participants, as
their underlying assumptions and business cases are less exposed to volatility and changing policy
conditions over time.

The principle of long-term, stable framework conditions is equally important within forestry itself, given
the long planning horizons and investment cycles that characterize the sector.

Closing Remarks

Should there be a need for further clarification of our consultation response, we would of course be
pleased to participate in a follow-up meeting.

Med venlig hilsen

Mathias Lykke Nygard Johansen
Cheif Advisor

+45 2611 7517
mj@danskskovforening.dk

Dansk Skovforening Ré&dhuspladsen 16 info@danskskovforening.dk
1550 Kgbenhavn V danskskovforening.dk


mailto:mj@danskskovforening.dk

